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AGENDA

• Introduction to Project

• Importance of this Work

• Project Schedule

• Project Progress

• Streetscape Elements

• Budget

• Next Steps
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Recording Notification

Please be aware that this 
presentation will be recorded for 
note taking and record keeping 
purposes. 

Participation in this presentation 
acknowledges consent of this 
notification.

We don’t want to miss anything!
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• All attendees will be MUTED. 

•  Please use the Q&A FUNCTION to submit 
questions to be answered during the 
designated question and answer session. 

•  All questions and ideas are valid 

•  All comments received will be recorded and 
will be part of the meeting record. 

•  Respect all other participant opinions and 
perspectives.  

•  Use the CHAT function if you need assistance. 

Community Agreement

Everyone working together! 
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About this Project, Ongoing and Past Projects
Define, Refine and Implement Furniture for Downtown

Previous/ Ongoing 
Enhancements

• Central Ave Digital Kiosks

• Second St Conceptual 
Design Effort

• “The Lot” Event Space

Future Improvements

• Furnishings

   Gateways (TBD later date)

   Signage (TBD later date)
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About this Project, Ongoing and Past Projects
Plan Future Improvements in Ravinia

Previous Enhancements

• Signage

• Lighting

• Furnishings

Future Improvements

• Bike Shelter Selection- location TBD

A

B
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Why is this Work Important?
Importance of Streets 

• Streets are spaces of activity, connection and 
commerce.  

• Investing in streetscapes with diversified uses has 
proven to be an important component of the economic 
recovery process.
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Why is this Work Important?
Importance of Streetscapes in Highland Park

• Highland Park has taken a pragmatic and sensitive 
approach to maintain the strong design features from 
the original Sasaki design while planning for the future 
success of Downtown.

• The City values its historic streetscapes as a part of its 
culture and character.

• Maintenance, furniture upgrades, and safety features 
are a part of a healthy response to how residents and 
visitors use the streetscape.
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Kick Off Drone 
Survey

Pop Up 
Event

Public Forum 
+ Stakeholder 

Interviews

We are here

Final 
Deliverables 

(Plans) 

Furniture 
Installation 
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4-Phase Project: Tools and Schedule
The planning process is intended to maintain momentum and 

gather feedback and support for the project

Phase 1: 
Project Initiation Phase 2: 

Vision and Concept Design Phase 3: 
Refine Designs

Task Task Task Task Task Task

Phase 4: 
Final Plans and Implementation

6
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What’s been done to date
Streetscape Conceptual Design

• Plan developed in 2016 to 
set a vision for downtown

• Includes Downtown area 
boundary from Green Bay 
Rd to Sheridan Rd

• Provided guidance on 
design elements to create a 
unified streetscape

• Included opportunities for 
green infrastructure and 
accommodation for multi-
modal accessibility

• Included gateways, bus 
shelters, streetscape 
furnishings, and lighting
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CITY OF HIGHL AND PARK

STREETSCAPE CONCEPTUAL DESIGN

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS 

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS
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CITY OF HIGHL AND PARK

STREETSCAPE CONCEPTUAL DESIGN

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

PARKLETS

TREE IMPROVEMENTS
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OPTION 1 - Engineered Soil Vault

OPTION 2 - SilvaCell Soil Vault

There have been great improvements over the last 

decades to improve the health and longevity of 

urban trees.  It’s now known that trees need a much 

larger subsurface soil volume to thrive. This was 

difficult to achieve in highly paved urban conditions, 

but new technologies allow for large soil volumes 

under paved areas. Structural soils allow for tree 

roots to grow while still supporting the pavement 

above, while SilvaCells achieve this through a 

plastic crate-like design. In new construction, we 

would suggest one of these for all street trees, 

but since this is a renovation it would be difficult 

and costly to implement throughout the entire B5 

district. We therefore recommend one of these 

options be implemented where sidewalks are being 

rebuilt. 

Parklets are temporary parks that are installed in 

the spring and removed in the fall in parking bays 

or at ends of angled parking where there is a left 

over triangle that can’t be parked in. This extends 

the pedestrian zone and can provide additional 

amenities. There is a diversity of program that 

could be added including: seating, additional bike 

parking, and plantings. These spaces are typically 

used for snow storage in the winter. Although 

there are many spaces throughout the CBD that 

could accommodate these, there would have to be 

a process to evaluate the locations and decide on 

the number, location and program. Public works and 

business owners would have to reach an agreement 

on maintenance and operations of these spaces. 

Proposed Location 
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Proposed Location Options
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CITY OF HIGHL AND PARK

STREETSCAPE CONCEPTUAL DESIGN

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

INTRODUCTION 

The Sasaki streetscape furnishings were custom designed and fabricated from 

painted steel bars.  The furnishings included benches, trash receptacles, phone 

kiosks, bollards and bike racks.

The design team gave strong consideration to whether the furnishings were 

significant enough to preserve.  We have three primary concerns about preserving 

the furnishings:

• The first is that the furnishings are made of steel, and like the steel elements 

of the arcade, many of the site furnishings are badly corroded.  Since they 

are custom designed elements, they have been - and will continue to be - 

costly to replace and maintain.

• The forms of the benches are iconic but not particularly comfortable.  They 

are also not terribly conducive to socialization since they are round and by 

their form make it difficult to face someone when having a conversation.

• It is worth highlighting that when Sasaki designed the furnishings, there was 

a clear intention of creating contemporary forms.  We therefore see today’s 

contemporary street furniture design, materiality and function being the best 

fit.

Given these concerns, the design team recommends that the existing furnishings 

be replaced with new, contemporary benches, seating, lighting, trash receptacles 

and signage. We are proposing the materiality be aluminum because of its 

resistance to rust. There will also be decreased maintenance because it will not 

need to be repainted. We also suggest adding wood accents to the furnishings 

as it warms up the overall feel, breaks up the monolithic feel of the furnishings 

and is physically warmer to sit on. Wood used in contemporary furniture, such 

as Ipe is extremely dense and resistent to moisture, insects, fire, vandalism and 

decay. New technology allows for easy customization of “off the shelf” pieces 

to accommodate the new downtown brand by incorporating perforation patterns 

or logos. New L.E.D. technology will also allow for the pedestrian lighting to be 

brought up to the city’s dark skies initiative by meeting their B.U.G. standards. 

Banner attachments or electrical outlets can also be integrated in the new 

fixtures.

The following page depict options that the team has identified that we believe 

would be appropriate replacements for the existing furnishings.  The intent is to 

have a single proposed family from a single manufacturer that has the desired 

materials, forms, function and style. The renderings on the next page depict how 

this new family of furniture can fit within the existing matrix of planters to create 

more functional social spaces that will enhance the overall street life of the 

downtown.

Sasaki Streetscape Elements

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS 

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

Ring benches around trees are removed allowing for more planting. 

Benches that are more conducive to conversation sit between planters.

Ensure sidewalks can accommodate cafe 

seating

New pedestrian lighting
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Streetscape Elements
Proposed Locations Identified in the Streetscape Plan

Seating Elements

Trash/ Recycling Receptacles

Bike Racks

Proposed Movable Seats + 
Tables

N
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Design Principles 

Contemporary and Timeless

• Respecting the previous design with a look toward the future

• Subtle and simple furniture that uses clean lines will make it easier to 
find matching elements in the future

Powder-coated Aluminum Frame 

• Resistant to weathering

• Decreased maintenance because it does not need to be repainted

Hardwood Accents

• Comfortable to sit on

• Break up monolithic feel of furniture

• Dense and resistant to moisture, insects, fire, vandalism and decay
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Streetscape Elements
Purchased Furniture and Proposed Current Locations

Bike Rack

Garbage Receptacle

Recycling Receptacle
* Additional locations may be added in the future

Bike Rack
Forms + Surfaces
Cordia Bike Rack

Trash Receptacles
Forms + Surfaces
Cordia Receptacle
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Surface mounted

Clean lines and  
curves, neo-traditional

Powdercoat finish

Rectangular profile

Multiple U-lock-friendly 
locking points

Wide stance supports most 
bikes in three points

Streetscape Elements
Bike Rack- Cordia: Forms and Surfaces

• Contemporary - clean 
look

• Wide stance supports 
most bikes with three 
points of contact

• Solid cast aluminum 
construction
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Freestanding or surface 
mount

Hinged side 
access door for 
easy servicing

Corrosion-resistant 
raincover

Insets available in FSC® 
100% Cumaru hardwood

Streetscape Elements
Trash receptacle- Cordia: Forms and Surfaces

• Contemporary - clean 
look

• Body and lid are made 
of corrosion-resistant 
aluminum with a 
powdercoat finish

• Rain cover made of 
corrosion-resistant 
aluminum with a 
powdercoat finish
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Streetscape Elements Examples
Furniture Selection Refinement

still working on this 
slide

Tables and Chairs Typical Benches Communicating 
Benches
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Streetscape Elements Examples
Proposed Movable Chair 

• Simple, elegant, clean 
design with universal 
appeal

• Durable powdercoat 
finish

• Stackable
• Comfortable to sit on
• Heavy enough for 

windy locations but 
light enough to move 
around

• Low maintenance 
stock colors and easy 
to clean design 

• Rust proof
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Streetscape Elements
Proposed Movable Table 

• Simple but elegant 
design 

• Versatile size and 
height options for 
different applications

• Durable powdercoat 
finish

• Sturdy construction
• Cast aluminum frames 
• Low maintenance 

stock colors and easy 
to clean design

• Rust proof
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Streetscape Elements
Proposed Bench 

• Clean lines and  
curves, neo-traditional 

• High performance 
materials (hardwood 
slats and powdercoat 
finish frame)

• Compliments style of 
purchased bike racks 
and trash receptacles

• Comfortable seating 
material

• Low maintenance and 
rust proof
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Streetscape Elements
Proposed Communicating Bench 

• Flexible, modular units 
that can be arranged 
in many different ways

• Durable materials 
(hardwood slats and 
powdercoated frame)

• Elegant and simple 
design

• Option for backs and 
center arms 

• Low maintenance and 
rust proof
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Implementation
Phasing and Elements

• Geo-technical Analysis
• Drone Survey
• Seating 
• Trash 
• Bike Racks 
• Bike Shelter (Ravinia)
• Seating - Movable

• Primary Gateways
• Secondary Gateways
• Transit Shelter
• Wayfinding Elements
• Parking Signage
• Relocated Flagpole
• Laurel St Viaduct

Current Phase (2023) Future Phases

Items that 
are identified 
as a part of 
the current 
project effort
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Implementation
CIP Implementation Plan

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

• Geo-technical Report

• Survey

• Seating

• Trash

• Bike Racks

• Movable Seats

• Movable Tables

• Primary Gateways (located outside the boundaries shown)

• Secondary Gateways (located outside the boundaries shown) 

• Wayfinding

• Seating

• Parking Signs

• Transit Shelter

• Flagpole relocation

• Wayfinding

• Kiosk

• Bike Shelter

• Laurel Viaduct
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Central Ave

We are here
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• Gather feedback from today’s meeting and 
follow-up survey

• Refine 2023 Installation Plan 

• Reach out to all affected property owners 
and stakeholders at the end of February

• Public Pop Up Event in April

• Develop future budget recommendations 

Stay Tuned for Updates!

Next Steps
For Us
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Next Steps
For You

Fill out follow-up survey

surveymonkey.com/r/PJBQQB3

Contact us if you have any questions

lechtere@theljc.com

Today’s materials will be posted on city’s website.



Onward




